Today’s Meeting


President Don Streaker opened today’s meeting and officially declared it The Governor’s Meeting as he introduced District Governor-Elect Bob Simon, District Governor-Nominee Roland Benson, Kiwanis Florida Governor Larry Krasulak and Past Kiwanis International President Dr. Wil Blechman all of whom shared the table with Past District Governor Roy Gonas. 


Announcements


Referring to Monday night’s Board of Directors meeting, President Don announced several new Community Service projects. Not to be confused with Suited for Success, and in support of Fellowship House’s Thrift Shop, Rotarians are requested to bring their “casual” clothing – not children’s clothes -- that still may be usable, but not desirable, to next Tuesday’s meeting.  You may also contribute bed clothing such as sheets, pillows, pillowcases and household items as well.  


Deborah Waks reminded everyone of the upcoming Relay for Life and President Don also spoke of the Wheelchair Foundation which the Board voted to support, and is the topic of next week’s guest speaker.


Rotarians will be needed to serve as Marshals during Halloween Safe Streets. This year, monies raised for UNICEF during Safe Streets will go towards Rotary’s PolioPlus Program.  YOUR ASSISTANCE IS IMPERATIVE, so plan to be there.   


Don also announced the nomination of Mike Newman’s son Mark as a youth exchange student desiring to go to Japan. Mark’s name now goes to the District Committee for final approval. 


John Sorgie reported the results of the Golf Tournament which netted the club $1,470.  John also thanked the following members for their participation: Ellen Book, Ann Fisher, Otto Fuentes, Donna Gaines, Mike Mills, Bonnie Morgenstern, Mike Newman, Diana Philips, Doreen Reitnaur, Don Streaker, Howell Watkins, Howard Weiner, Frank Weiss, Peter Wendschuh, and Lydia White.   

Sadly, we say goodbye to Rotarian Buffy Butler who is relocating to Ft. Lauderdale and to Assad Masoud who, because of health has, requested and been approved for a leave of absence through June 30, 2003. We’ll miss them.


President Don read a letter from the Executive director of DFYIT thanking Rotary for it’s financial contribution in support of its work towards Drug-Free youth. He also thanked Peter Wendschuh for his work with the GSE team from Sweden.


MEETING NOTICE


Next Week’s meeting will be THE LAST MEETING AT THE OLD FACULTY CLUB (Founders Hall). Beginning Oct. 22, we meet at the Hotel Vila – now a Best Western Hotel. 


Today’s Speaker


Program Chair Linda Kaplan introduced Dr. Wil Blechman, retired rheumatologist and Past President of Kiwanis International. Dr. Blechman, you may recall, accompanied Dave Lawrence who spoke a few weeks ago on the Children’s Trust question that was on September’s ballot.


Dr. Blechman recalled attending a UNICEF meeting in Montreal that addressed problems of children in the world.  Kiwanis was looking to get involved with children’s issues and while there; he met Rotarians and learned of PolioPlus. He met Lions and learned of their Sight First program. He also learned that iron deficiency leads to mental health disorders and that iron deficiency is preventable. So he encouraged Kiwanis around the world to take this on as a project.


Having spoken with a juvenile judge, a state attorney and school principal, he learned of the need to start in the home with young children so they don’t enter the school system filled with anger and rage.


Acknowledging that competition is good but not over “turf;” Blechman declared that children are part of the turf and called for a coming together of service clubs to work at improving the lot of children.


Blechman praised Rotary for it PoliioPlus program and went on to suggest high school Interact Clubs joining with Key Clubs – the Kiwanis sponsored organization – joining together on community projects as well as Rotary, Lions and Kiwanis also getting together. 


Guest Policy


Members are reminded that if you invite a guest to South Miami Rotary who is a potential member, the club will cover their first lunch.  The club also hosts the guest speaker.  However, if the guest speaker brings a guest, they are responsible for the lunch fee.


Meeting Contributors

Invocation:

Ed Fischer
Pledge:

Ann Fisher
Visitors:

Clare McKenry
Happy $$:

Doug Weinman

Door Prize:

Terry Voche
Money Prize:

Dan McCrae















