T u e s d a y,  D e c e m b e r  0 4 , 2 0 0 2

PRESIDENT-ELECT DR. MIKE NEWMAN OFFICIATED
A  N  N  O  U  N  C  E  M  E  N  T  S :

H A V E  Y O U  M I S S E D  A  M E E T I N G ?

SUBMIT MAKE-UP FORMS BY THE 5TH OF EACH MONTH 
to Club Secretary Carlos Gamez

or cagamez@directvinternet.com 
find a club or to make-up form for absences online, 

check E-club:  www.rotary5450.org/eclub
Please note:  Our club NEEDS this information for our statistics.  Don’t hold onto them – send them to Carlos.  Make-ups for meetings can be done at any other Rotary or ANY of our outside events.

THIS SATURDAY, @ 7 PM

HOLIDAY PARTY 

@ Don and Karen Streaker’s

7920 SW 154 Terrace, Palmetto Bay (305) 253-0095

Guests:  $35 / Dessert and booze included! RSVP:  Joanna Barusch 

THIS SUNDAY @ 11AM

SANTAS PARADE OF ELVES

13th year asking for our club’s participation to herd the little elves down Sunset.  Meet in front of Sylva Martin Bldg (coral rock structure) in front of city hall & ask for Barbara Acker.   Park at Bank United bldg. across Sunset.   

Upcoming Speakers and Topics:

December 10, 2002: Club Assembly / CraftTalk: Ellen Book
December 17, 2002:  Ludlam Elementary Chorus - 30 kids strong

December 24 & 31, 2002:   NO MEETINGS

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From the Children of the Andes Program:  

Dear Rotarian Friend: 

It was with great pleasure I received the news through our club member and Chair of our International Committee, Odd E. Hanssen, that your club had decided to support two children for

our program of reference. 

I consider this an important first step on a Rotarian road of collaboration and understanding between our two clubs. 

I should like to know if your club, in the future, would consider entering into a Matching Grant with our club, maybe also with another club from another country. For the time being we have a full quota of five Matching /Grant projects, but we are preparing new projects continuously and therefore also seeking contacts with

new clubs. 


Meanwhile, please accept my best wishes for you and all members of your club, a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year. 

Yours in Rotary 
Gonzalo Rueda, President 
---------------------------------------------------------------------

INVOCATION:     ED FISCHER

PLEDGE:              LARRY SHERRY

VISITORS: 
    LINDA KAPLAN


HAPPY $:
    MIKE MILLS & ED KITCHEN

DOOR PRIZE:      STAN ZELTSMAN
50/50 PRIZE:     ED KITCHEN

4-WAY TEST:      PETER WENDSCHUH

RAFFLE TABLE:   DONNA GAINES

Next week’s 50/50 pot = $370 – 34 cards are left
IT’S YOUR TURN ON:  DECEMBER 10TH
DOOR PRIZE:   JOHN SORGIE

IT’S YOUR TURN ON:  DECEMBER 17TH
DOOR PRIZE:   ARJUNE SINGH
OUR SPEAKER:

Maggie Alvarez-Miranda, Director of Development and Communications 

Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center 

http://www.fiacfla.org/

This is the first of a two-part series on immigration policy, especially as it is applied to Haitian and Cuban refugees Ms. Alarez-Miranda is a former campaign manager for the United Way, former District Director for Muscular Dystrophy, and a former Commissioner’s Aide to Mayor Alex Penelas.  She attended to Gulliver Prep High School and received a BS in Communications & Business from UM.

Mission:
Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center (FIAC) is a not-for-profit legal services organization whose mission is to protect and promote the basic human rights of immigrants of all nationalities. 

Purpose:
Serving the ever-growing and ever-changing needs of Florida's large immigrant population, it provides both free direct legal services to individuals and impact advocacy work to address broader issues that will result in improved treatment for immigrants. This holistic approach is unique in the immigration field in Florida & in much of the nation. 

History:

FIAC was founded in 1996 because of pending restrictions and funding cuts to Legal Services Corporation (LSC) funded agencies, which eventually passed and prevented many organizations in the state of Florida from serving the immigrant population. Sweeping changes in immigration law and welfare reform also increased the demand for services from FIAC. FIAC has been able to meet many challenges faced by immigrants by representing individual clients with difficult cases and also by influencing policy decisions, encouraging favorable clarifications of rulings, participating in ongoing dialogue with INS officials in Washington, & litigating or otherwise challenging patterns & practices of abuse. 

FIAC provides direct representation to clients of all nationalities whose cases are generally complex and require an attorney to represent them before the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) or the Immigration Courts. FIAC targets those poverty-level clients who find it difficult to access legal services, such as families with children, the homeless, individuals who are HIV+ or have AIDS, victims of domestic violence, the elderly and disabled facing termination of public benefits, migrant farm workers & those in INS detention. 

Under a contract with the Florida Department of Children and Families, FIAC represents dependent children in foster care who can obtain lawful permanent residence as special immigrant juveniles. Under another Department of Children and Families contract, FIAC serves Cuban-Haitian entrants, refugees and asylees to obtain lawful permanent residency. FIAC also works with clients at Abriendo Puertas in East Little Havana to provide legal representation to families and children living in one of the county's poorest areas.

FIAC has four outreach offices in addition to the main office in Miami-Dade County. The South Dade office is located in Homestead and serves the largely migrant farm worker population by providing immigration assistance and employment discrimination & citizenship training. The Immokalee office (Collier County) also serves the migrant farm worker population while the Fort Pierce office (St. Lucie County) serves a more diverse population. The fourth office is located at the Krome Processing Center and provides pro bono services to individuals in expedited removal proceedings who are seeking political asylum. Hundreds of clients from all over the world are seen at this office. FIAC staff in all the offices combined to close 4,981 cases in 1999 and more than 

18,000 since opening its doors. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS: Serving homeless and imminently homeless immigrants, FIAC provides both assistance with immigration status through outreach to several shelters and 

representation to obtain public benefits. 

The LUCHA: A Women's Legal Project serves women experiencing abuse at home & in the workplace.  We help resolve their immigration status without the assistance of their abuser under the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) and teach them how to take charge of their own lives. 

Club’s email:  � HYPERLINK mailto:southmiamirotary@yahoogroups.com ��southmiamirotary@yahoogroups.com�


Club’s website:  www.southmiamirotary.org


Ellen Book, editor:  booke@mdpls.org














