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Today’s Meeting    
President Ellen Book presided over today’s meeting and asked if anyone had any new information on Maxene Graham. Diana Phillips reported she had spoken with Maxene’s son Robby and learned that Maxene was back in the Hospital. Ellen said she would follow through and keep the membership informed.

Ellen reminded the membership of the upcoming District Conference April 22, 2006 at Signature Gardens in Kendall and recommended we sign up early by logging onto the District Web Site: <www.rotary6990.org>. 

John Sorgie reported that the Football Mania Administrator was away in Las Vegas and therefore, he was unable to report on last week’s results. Titters went around the room expressing concern that the Rotary money might be on the gaming tables, but John assured the members of the integrity of the Administrator.

Thank you’s were expressed for participation in Sunday’s Santa’s Parade of the Elves for Diana Phillips, Stan Zeltsman, Mike Mills, Ellen Book & Ed Fischer.  Stan’s pictures of the event were passed around for all to enjoy.

Craft Fest meeting, 6:00 PM this evening at the South Miami Library. Check your Rolodex files for potential sponsors and pass those names along to Dan McCrea.

Donna Gaines reminded the membership that there was still matching funds of $500 available for contributions to The Rotary Foundation.


President Ellen reported that the Board had approved a $100 contribution to Rotary International for the Rotary Rose Bowl Parade Float. Additionally, the board approved a $500 contribution to the District’s Youth Ethics Initiative.


MEETING FUNCTIONARIES

INVOCATION:
Ed Fischer
PLEDGE: 

Darrel Downs

VISITORS:

Fabio Fernandez 
HAPPY $:

Marty Rosen

DOOR PRIZE:
Gene Sanchez

50/50 PRIZE:
Mike Mills


Next Week

 December 13th
Door Prize :                   Martin Rosen

Dessert:
                    Leo M. Haskins

Ed Fischer conducted round two of the Club’s election of officers. Congratulations to the following incoming officers for 2006 – 2007:

President:

Linda Kaplan

Vice President:
Ellen Book

President-Elect:
Mike Mills

Secretary:

Doreen Reitnauer

Treasurer:

Carolyn Smith

Sergeant-at-Arms:
David Jacobs

NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Darrel Downs

Ed Fischer

Donna Gaines

Raquel Hickey

Dan McCrea


Diana Phillips

John Sorgie


Don Streaker

Doug Weinman

Lydia White

Today’s Speaker
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In the absence of Program Chair Pansy Graham, President Ellen Book introduced Assistant governor for the Florida Keys, Laura L'Heureux. Laura was first introduced to Rotary at age 15, when she became a Rotary Youth Exchange student studying in Mumbai, India. Laura contrasted the small Midwest town of 4,000 where she grew up to her experience in Mumbai, a city of 10 million people. She reminded the membership of the Rotary theme that year: You are the Key.
Studying veterinary medicine, in her senior year she earned a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship and studied in England. Again, comparing the culture where, aside from language similarities, was amazed at the differences. 

After completing her studies she relocated to Tavernier, opened her practice, and shortly thereafter, joined Rotary and today, is the Assistant Governor for the Keys.

Laura went on to say that her early Rotary experiences were a tremendously positive impact in her life and agreed with current RI President Wilhelm-Stenhammer’s comment, “If every 17-year old in the world were to become an exchange student, there would be no war.”

For this reason, she encouraged everyone to support The Rotary Foundation.

SOUTH MIAMI ROTARIAN


Meets Tuesdays 12:15 at the Best Western, 5959 SW 71 Street, South Miami
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